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City of Blue Ridge
Special Called Council Meeting Minutes
City Hall
480 West First Street
April 19, 2016 at 4:30 P.M.

Present: Mayor Donna Whitener

Council Members Angie Arp, Harold Herndon,
Bruce Pack and Rhonda Thomas

City Clerk Kelsey Ledford

Absent: Council Member Rodney Kendall
1) Call Meeting to Order:

Council Member Rhonda Thomas made a motion to call the meeting to order. The motion was
seconded by Council Member Bruce Pack. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.

2) Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance:
Council Member Bruce Pack offered a word of prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

3) Council Meeting Rules of Procedures:
Mayor Whitener stated that the rules of procedures were available at the Council desk.

4) Approval of Minutes:
There were no minutes to approve at the time of this meeting.

5) Sidewalk Ordinance:
Planning and Zoning Administrator Roy Parsons explained to the Mayor and Council that City
Attorney David Syfan had made additions to the Sidewalk Ordinance other than what Mr.
Parsons had recommended. The Mayor and Council discussed permitting and clarified some
points. The Mayor and Council decided to have Mr. Syfan make changes prior to the second
reading. Council Member Rhonda Thomas made a motion to accept and approve the first
reading of the Sidewalk Ordinance. The motion was seconded by Council member Angie Arp.
The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.

6) Sign Ordinance:
Mr. Parsons explained the Planning Commission process that needed to be followed in order to

adopt a sign ordinance amendment. He informed the Council that the Council would need to
send the amendment to the Planning Commission for approval and then the Planning
Commission would bring it back to the Council for approval. He continued to explain that once
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the Sign Ordinance Amendment had been approved by both the Planning Commission and the
Council, then the Council could hold a first and second reading. After some discussion, Council
Member Angie Arp made a motion to lift the sign moratorium that was approved on January 5,
2016. The motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda Thomas. The Council voted 4-0.
Motion carried.

Changes on CBD (Central Business District):
The Mayor did not discuss this agenda item.

Amendment to Zoning Ordinance in regards to CBD (First Reading):

Mayor Whitener read the first paragraph of the Zoning Ordinance Amendment in regards to the
Central Business District. Council Member Rhonda Thomas made a motion to accept the
changes on the CBD. The motion was seconded by Council Member Bruce Pack. The Council
voted 4-0. Motion carried. Council Member Rhonda Thomas made a motion to accept the first
reading of the amendment to the Zoning Ordinance in regards to the CBD. The motion was
seconded by Council Member Angie Arp. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.

Solar Energy Systems Ordinance (First Reading):

Mayor Whitener read the first paragraph of the Solar Energy Systems Ordinance. Council
Member Rhonda Thomas made a motion to accept the first reading. The motion was seconded
by Council Member Bruce Pack. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.

10) Utility Permitting Ordinance (Second Reading and Adoption):

Mayor Whitener read the first paragraph of the Utility Permitting Ordinance (attached). Council
Member Rhonda Thomas made a motion to accept the second reading and adopt the ordinance.
The motion was seconded by Council Member Angie Arp. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.

11) Fire District Ordinance (Second Reading and Adoption):

Mayor Whitener read the first paragraph of the Fire District Ordinance (attached). Council
Member Rhonda Thomas made a motion to accept the second reading and adopt the ordinance.
The motion was seconded by Council Member Bruce Pack. The Council voted 4-0. Motion
carried.

12) Park:

Mayor Whitener discussed adding a sprinkler system to the downtown city park. She stated that
she had only been able to obtain one quote in the amount of $ 4,920.00. The Mayor and Council
discussed installing a sprinkler system along with David Goodspeed. The allotted time limit
expired and not motion was made to extend the time. Mayor Whitener continued to discuss
how the funds could be taken out of contingency. Council Member Rhonda Thomas made a
motion to approve up to $ 5,000.00 to come from the contingency fund to purchase a sprinkler
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